
About the Israel Entrepreneurship Initiative
Through a generous grant from Pace Alumni Michael Dezer, BBA '68, the Entrepreneurship Lab 
(eLab) will fund six paid fellowships for Pace students to work with select Israeli start-ups and assist 
in administering the Israeli Entrepreneurship Initiative. Students hired for these selective positions 
will have an opportunity to:

•	 Gain valuable experience working directly with Israeli start-up companies

•	 Have unique exposure to company leadership and strategy

•	 Be positioned to make significant contributions to the partner company's success

•	 Be selected for a scholarship to travel to Israel and complete an apprenticeship with a partner 
company

To help promote this initiative and select candidate firms, Pace will work with the MIT Enterprise 
Forum of Israel. Each academic year (September thru May), two Israeli start-ups will be selected 
for participation in this program, benefits for these firms would include:

•	 Having a ‘home base’ in Manhattan at the Entrepreneurship Lab, with use of its many resources

•	 The assistance of the Entrepreneurship Lab’s Executive Director, Associate Director and other 
staff in organizing events and activities in New York to help promote their business, with some 
expenses being covered by the Entrepreneurship Lab

•	 Being assigned two students fellows to provide research, analysis, product testing, and additional 
support. These student fellows will be paid directly by the Entrepreneurship Lab

•	 The possibility of having a student fellow conduct an apprenticeship at the firm in Israel, travel 
and some living expenses paid for by the Entrepreneurship Lab through a special scholarship 

      www.pace.edu/dezer

About the Entrepreneurship Lab
The Entrepreneurship Lab is a collaborative workspace designed to bring together students from 
Pace's six Schools and Colleges in order to promote cross-disciplinary problem solving, experiential 
learning and the development entrepreneurial mindset.
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The Entrepreneurship Lab is staffed by highly motivated personnel and offers a variety of technology 
resources, including high-performance computers, sophisticated software, a professional video studio, 
a surface computer, and a 3D printer; as well as a wide variety of desktop, laptop and tablet computers. 
The Entrepreneurship Lab's dedicated facilities include a private meeting room, a collaborative work 
studio, casual work space, and a classroom.

In addition to providing staff assistance, valuable technology resources and dedicated space, the 
Entrepreneurship Lab organizes a wide variety of events and activities. These include competitions, such 
as the Pitch Contest, Business Plan Competition and Mobile App Design Contest; a host of different 
speakers; social and networking functions; as well as workshops and mentoring programs.

The Entrepreneurship Lab has space for students to launch and manage a new venture, and serves as 
a 'home base' for those wishing to explore entrepreneurship. www.pace.edu/elab

About the Lubin School of Business at Pace University:
Globally recognized and prestigiously accredited, the Lubin School of Business integrates New York 
City’s business world into the experienced-based education of its students at Pace’s suburban and 
downtown campuses, implemented by the region’s largest co-op program, team-based learning, and 
customized career guidance. Its programs are designed to launch success-oriented graduates toward 
upwardly mobile careers.  www.pace.edu/lubin

About Pace University:
Since 1906, Pace University has produced thinking professionals by providing high-quality education 
for the professions with a firm base in liberal learning amid the advantages of the New York Metropolitan 
Area. A private university, Pace has campuses in New York City and Westchester County, enrolling almost 
13,000 students in bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs in its College of Health Professions, 
Dyson College of Arts and Sciences, Lubin School of Business, School of Education, School of Law, 
and Seidenberg School of Computer Science and Information Systems. www.pace.edu

About Bruce Bachenheimer:
Bruce Bachenheimer is a Clinical Professor of Management and Executive Director of the Entrepreneurship 
Lab at Pace University. He is also the organizer of the annual Pace Pitch Contest and Business Plan 
Competition.

Mr. Bachenheimer is a member of the Board and past Chair of the New York City Chapter of the MIT 
Enterprise Forum and has served on the organization’s Global Board. He is a board advisor for several 
private firms, an ELabNYC Mentor and has served as a consultant to governmental organizations and a 
variety of new ventures. He has been widely quoted in a variety of domestic and international publications, 
interviewed on radio and television, and has spoken on entrepreneurship at numerous organizations, 
including the Youth Assembly at the United Nations and the U.S. Department of State’s International 
Visitor Leadership Program.

Mr. Bachenheimer began his career in investment banking and has worked for global corporations and 
new ventures. He has conducted business in over two dozen countries and was the founder of Annapolis 
Maritime Corp. and the Co-Founder of StockCentral Australia.

Mr. Bachenheimer holds a BBA, Summa Cum Laude, from Pace University. He received the McKinsey 
& Company Leadership Scholarship to pursue an MBA degree, which he earned from the Australian 
Graduate School of Management. http://webpage.pace.edu/bbachenheimer/



About Ayla Matalon
Ayla Matalon became the Executive Director of the MIT Enterprise Forum after 15 years of experience  
in high-tech and venture capital. The MIT Enterprise Forum of Israel is a chapter of the MIT Enterprise 
Forum Inc., a global non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the growth and success of 
high-tech entrepreneurial ventures by connecting ideas, technology and people, providing education 
and consulting to high technology companies.

Previously an analyst at Steps Investments in Technology and Managing Director of the US-Israel 
Science and Technology Center, and with relevant experience as a software engineer in both 
Israeli and foreign high-tech companies, Ayla has acquired a profound knowledge of the Israeli 
high-tech sector.

Ayla lectures about high-tech entrepreneurship both at the Technion and at Tel Aviv University. 
To date she has taught over 50 courses concerning Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Business 
Development. She consults to start-ups and early-stage companies, and is invested in a few. 

Ayla has an interest in flying, acquiring a private pilot’s license, having flown in Israel and France. 
Other areas of interest include education and gender equality.

Ayla is a cum laude alumnus of the Technion – Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa (B.A. 1980, M.Sc.
(1987). She received an MBA (emphasis on Entrepreneurship) from INSEAD, Fontainebleau (1993).

About the Michael Dezer:
A leading figure in real estate, Pace alumnus Michael Dezer ’68 is one of our most accomplished 
graduates. In 2013, Michael made a $1 million gift towards two distinct initiatives at Pace: the 
Entrepreneurship Program at the Lubin School of Business and the New York City Master Plan, 
giving back to Pace in the very areas where he has achieved great success.

A proud Israeli-American, his gift also reflects his desire to help the University foster a closer relationship 
with industrial and commercial leaders in the State of Israel, building upon the impressive strides 
Pace has already made in developing these relationships, including hosting a forum on technology 
innovation and entrepreneurship in Israel and organizing a speaker series for Lubin students featuring 
executives from top Israeli tech firms. These efforts will continue thanks to Michael’s support, as 
$250,000 of his $1 million investment will fund this work through the Entrepreneurship Program 
at Lubin.

http://thanks.pace.edu/general-donors/entrepreneurship-program/


